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Special Operations Force Industry Conference (SOFIC) 2010 ς Accelerating the 
Force 

By: Sal Palma (Follow me on Twitter.com/Twobirdsflying) 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ ά!ŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ the CƻǊŎŜέ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ 
about business opportunities, acquisitions and 
technologies that, when implemented, will 
enhance the capabilities, lethality and 
survivability of our Special Operations Force 
(SOF). 

It was also the first year that the National 
Defense Industrial Association (NDIA) 
conducted the conference, and they did a great 
job of it.  

SOFIC 2010 was an outstanding conference, in 
every respect, and I would like to congratulate 
USSOCOM, Tampa, FL and NDIA for their 
efforts. Of course, The City of Tampa was a 
great host, with special thanks to the Tampa 
Police Department who did an exceptional job 
with security.  

There is a sensitive nature to the conference; 
therefore, there are limits placed on what can 
be discussed, photographed or otherwise 
disclosed. Unlike other shows, for example, 
SHOT in Las Vegas, photography is restricted. 
The exhibitor and /or USSOCOM approve all 
photography. 

As a final point before getting into the 
conference details, I want to encourage all 
entrepreneurs, small businesses or large 
enterprise, currently in the defense sector or 
thinking about the defense industry, to join 
NDIA. It is an industry association that works 
diligently to serve the needs of our Armed 
Forces and its membership.   

If you are not a member, you are missing out 
and possibly out of touch with our current 
defense needs. 

Day One ς Tuesday, June 15, 2010 ς Small 
Business Session and Exhibit 

If you are a small business interested in doing 
business with USSOCOM, the Small Business 
Session was one that you needed to attend. 

The morning opened with the SOFIC Small 
Business Program Introduction delivered by two 
NDIA executives: Anthony Gray, President, NDIA 
Tampa Chapter and Major General Barry D. 
Bates U.S.  Army (Retired), VP Operations, 
NDIA.  

 

Mr. Christopher Harrington, Director, Small 
Business Programs delivered the presentation. 
It was quite clear ŦǊƻƳ aǊΦ IŀǊǊƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 
comments that USSOCOM is interested in 
working with small businesses ǘƻ ά!ŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘŜ 
ǘƘŜ CƻǊŎŜΦέ  
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Mr. Harrington points out that USSOCOM 
understands and embraces the amount of 
innovation that exists in the small business 
community and they are eager to work with 
you. 

 

To that end, The Small Business Program Office 
has created a Technology & Industry Liaison 
hŦŦƛŎŜ ό¢L[hύ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ aǊΦ IŀǊǊƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ 
organization.  

Kelly Stratton-Feix is your contact point and she 
can be reached through the USSOCOM web site 
or the TILO office. 

¢L[hΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ 
technology and to move those sources through 
USSOCOM to the proper Program Office. This is 
a valuable service; specifically provided to assist 
small firms in conducting business with 
USSOCOM. 

If you are a small business with relevant 
technologies that address the specific needs of 
SOCOM, please contact TILO at USSOCOM HQ. 

After a great morning session, I headed up to 
the Exhibit Hall, which opened its doors at 
10:00 a.m. 

My first visit of the day was the Ashbury 
International Group, Inc. booth, where I said hi 
to our good friends. 

 

For those of you unfamiliar with Ashbury 
International Group, Inc., they manufacture one 
of the best .338 Lapua long-range precision 
rifles, made anywhere. They sell these very 
capable platforms as complete sniper systems. 

One interesting note, !ǎƘōǳǊȅΩǎ exhibited its 
rifle with the new Accu-Shot Atlas bipod, an 
excellent design for use in uneven terrain and at 
all sorts of angles. The build quality is 
exceptional and the bipod is superbly 
functional. The Atlas bipod is a first-rate choice 
for the Ashbury system, or any other precision 
sniper weapon ς particularly those destined for 
deployment in mountainous terrain. 

Whenever possible, I try to take in gear exhibits 
and this year was no exception.  

For 2010 and beyond, the well-dressed 
operator, in Afghanistan, will be clad in 
MULTICAM, and to ensure that our warriors are 
properly accessorized a host of load bearing 
equipment, accessory pouches and ammo 
pouches, in MULTICAM, will be entering the 
market - all of which create a stunning 
ensemble for day or evening wear. 
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Of course, no outfit is complete without the 
right shoes so a number of companies, like 
Danner, have introduced boots that 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΩǎ 
ensemble. 

 

I stopped next at StreamlightΩǎ booth to say 
hello to some great folks and to look over the 
TLR-VIR.  

This is an interesting weapon mounted light / IR 
illuminator combination. 

 

The TLR-VIR is a 160-lumen weapon mounted 
light with strobe (user programmable) and an IR 
illuminator located underneath the lamp 
housing in the space normally occupied by a 
targeting laser. 

The VIR features a number of design 
enhancements including the mount and tail cap. 
LΩƭƭ have more on this light to come. 

Off to the Kestrel booth to check out the new 
4500 meter featuring the built in ballistic 
software. This meter is must-have for both law 
enforcement and military sniper teams. I will be 
doing a full review of this meter later in the 
year. 

After a great visit with the Kestrel Chicks, it was 
time to head over to the FN Herstal booth to 
ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ CbΩǎ {ƴƛǇŜǊ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ wƛŦƭŜ ό{{wύΦ 
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The SSR is essentially a MK17 SCAR in an 
enhanced chassis. The barrel is a slightly heavier 
contour giving this rifle excellent sustainable 
accuracy ς quite impressive and typical of FNH 
quality. 

 

FNH has done an amazing job developing the 
SCAR rifles to {h/haΩǎ ς often-moving ς
requirements, and it is our understanding, that 
as of this writing, USSOCOM has cancelled the 
SCAR MK16, which was scheduled to replace 
the SOPMOD M4 platform ς choosing instead 
the SCAR MK17 to fill an identified gap in 
required capabilities. However, in spite of 
{h/haΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴǎΣ the SCAR MK-17 may 
face its own woes.  

As you know, the individual SOF units that 
constitute SOCOM use theiǊ άƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜέ 

supply chain. This means that FNH will be 
competing with YƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ aммл {ASS, a 7.62x51 
design officially adopted by the U.S. Army as the 
new sniper platform.  

Even the U.S. Navy, is a long-time user of the 
KAC SR-25.  

So, were will the purchase orders come from 
and does the MK17 SCAR provide a substantive 
gain in performance over existing platforms like 
the SASS, SR25 or even the M14, and adding 
fuel to the fire is the shrinking budget. All of 
which may prove to be problematic to FNH and 
the MK-17 SCAR. 

There has also been some discussion about the 
development and production of a common 
receiver to facilitate an in the field and on 
demand conversion from 7.62x51 to 5.56x45 
and back again, as needed. Candidly, given the 
option, I would keep my M4 lower and simply 
carry an off the shelf 20 inch 6.8 SPC upper in 
my pack ς a two minute or less field conversion. 

One thing is certain, there appears to be no end 
in sight and it may take several years for this 
saga to play itself out.  

Given budgetary pressures and some of the 
other dynamics, It is unlikely that FNH will see 
significant sales of the MK17, a situation 
compounded by the presence of established 
contenders like the KAC M110 SASS, KAC SR25 
and the M14.  

FNH has invested heavily in the SCAR MK16 only 
to have the weapon cancelled, postponed or 
redrafted  

As I said earlier, only time will tell but I sincerely 
hope things work out well for a company that 
has been producing exceptional weapon 
systems for a very long time. The MK16 and 
MK17 SCAR continue that tradition. 
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hƴ Ƴȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ wŜƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ōƻƻǘƘΣ L Řid a quick 
drive-by to take this picture for those readers 
that want a little something for their SUV? 

 

My next stop was wŜƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ōƻƻǘƘ ǿƘŜǊŜ L 
was hoping to look at all of their new offerings; 
apparently, they decided to leave some of the 
toys at home. Not all was lost as Robby 
Johnson, ƻŦ wŜƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ {ŀƭŜǎΣ ǿŀǎ 
gracious enough to allow me to take some 
pictures of RemingtonΩǎ MSR. 

 

Lƴ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ wŜƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ long standing 
tradition, this is quite an impressive precision 
rifle.  

The a/wΩǎ chassis is an amazing work of 
engineering; it is adjustable in all planes and the 
fully ambidextrous.  

There is a great deal to talk about when 
discussing the MCR; however, a detailed 
treatise is beyond the scope of this article. Rest 
assured that as soon as possible, I will run a full 
ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ wŜƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ a/wΣ ŀƴŘ I can hardly 
wait. 

YƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ !ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ Company, of Vero Beach, FL 
was present ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ {hCL/ , as was Reed 
and Trey Knight - both of who require no 
introduction.  

YƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ !ǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ Company continues to 
produce some of the most successful designs 
used in the SOCOM community and KAC 
weapon systems are legendary. 

It is always a pleasure to visit with the KAC team 
ς outstanding folks. 

Day Two ς Wednesday, June 16, 2010 ς PEO 
Rotary Wing, PEO Fixed Wing, PEO SOF 
Warrior, PEO Maritime and SOF Program 
Office, Sandia National Laboratories. 

Day two of the conference was a full day as I 
tried to walk as much of the exhibit but not miss 
the actual conferences and breakout sessions ς 
it was not an easy task. 


