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Special Operations Force Industry Confererf&®FIC2010¢ Accelerating the

Force

By: Sal PalmaFoliow me on Twitter.com/Twobirdsflying

¢tKAa &SI NRna
about business opportunities, acquisitions and
techndogies that when implementedwill
enhance the capabilities, lethality and
survivability of our Special Operations Force
(SOF).

It was alsahe first year that the National
Defense Industrial Association (NDIA)
conductedthe conferenceand they did a grat
job of it.

SOFIC 201Wwasanoutstandingconferencein
everyrespect and| wouldlike to congratulate
USSOCOM, Tampa, FL and NDIA for their
efforts. Of course,TheCity of Tampa was a
great host, with special thanks the Tampa
Police Departmentwho didan exceptionajob
with security.

There is a sensitive nature to the conference
therefore, there are limits placed amhat can
be discussed, photographed otherwise
disclosed Unlikeother showsfor example,
SHOTn Las Vegaphotography igestricted
The exhibitorand/or USSOCOBpproveall
photography

As a final poinbefore getting into the
conference details,want to encourage all
entrepreneurs, small businesseslarge
enterprise currently in the defense sector or
thinking about he defense industryto join
NDIA.lt isan industry associatiothat works
diligentlyto serve the needs of our Armed
Forcesand its membership.

0 KB N 8¢ OO Byolsahai dinyemberyou aremissingout

and possibly out of touch with owurrent
defense needs.

DayOnec¢ Tuesday, June 15, 20tEmall
Business Session and Exhibit

If you are a small businesderested in doing
business with USSOCOtkHe Small Business
Sessiorwas one that you needed to attend.

Themorningopened with the SOFIC Small
Business Programntroduction delivered by two

NDIA executives: Anthony Gray, President, NDIA

Tampa Chapter and Major General Barry D.
Bates U.S. Army (Retired), VP Operations,
NDIA

Mr. Christopher Harrington, Director, Small
Business Pragms delivered the presentain.
It was quite cleaf N2 Y a NJP
commentsthat USSOCOM is interested in
working with small businessi 2 ¢
0KS C2NDS®»E
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Mr. Harrington points out thaUSSOCOM
understandsand embraceghe amount of
innovation that exists in the small business
community and they are eager to work Wit
you.

Special Operations Forces gife.
Industry Conference

4

&
Kelly Stratton-Feix

Technology & Industry Liaison Officer

Technology & |mlustrv/-m

To that end,The Small Business Program Office
hascreated a Technology & Industry Liaison
h¥FAOS 6¢L[ h0O & LI NI
organization.

Kelly Straton-Feix is your contact point and she
can be reackd through the USSOCOM web site
or the TILO office.

¢CL[hQ&a YA&aairzy Aa G2
technology and to move those sources through
USSOCOM to the proper Program Office. This is
a valuableservice; specifically provided to assist
smallfirmsin conducting business with
USSOCOM.

If you are a small business with relevant
technologies that addresthe specific needs of
SOCOMplease contact TILO at USSOCOM HQ.

After a great morning session, édded up to
the Exhibit Hall, which opened its doors at
10:00 a.m.

My first visit of the day was the Ashbury
International Group, Inc. booth, where | said hi
to our good friends.
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For those of you unfamiliar with Ashbury
International Group, Inc., they mafacture one
of the best .338 Lapua lorrgnge precision

rifles, made anywhereThey sell these very
capable platforms as complete sniper systems.

One interestingote,! a K 0 dazthibitQdiits
rifle with the newAccuShotAtlasbipod,an

celle t‘fpey fqgl ﬁ? n and at
gﬁsortRI anglzlzs ﬁbl?llépqua JQH%
exceptional andhe bipod is superbly
functional. TheAtlasbipod isa first-rate choice

for the Ashbury systepror any other precision
shiper weaporg, particularly those destined for

§ g fleplgpngian MewntaiBogs tefrgin.

Whenever possibld try to take in gear exhibits
and this year was no exception.

For 2010 and beyondhe welldressed
operator, in Afghanistanwill be cladin
MULTICAMand to ensure that our arriors are
properly accessorizea host of load bearing
equipment accessory pouchemnd ammo
pouches in MULTICAMwiIll be enteringthe
market- all of whichcreate a stunning
ensemble for day or evening wear.
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Of course, no outfit is complete withouthé
right shoes so a number of companies, like
Danner, have introduced boots that
O2YLX SYSyid FyR NRdz/R
ensemble.

| stopped next aStreamligh@ Booth to say
helloto some great folkend tolook overthe
TLRVIR.
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This is annteresting weapon mounted light / IR
illuminator combination.

light with strobe (user programmablednd an IR
illuminatorlocated underneath the lamp
housing irnthe spacenormally occupied by a
targeting laser.

TheVIR featuress number of design

enhancements including the mount and tail cap.

2 dZil a4 d<nvore %H—t}*ﬁs%hyt@cwlﬁeé

Off to the Kestrel booth to check out the new
4500 meter featuring the built in ballistic
software. This meter is mustave for bothlaw
enforcement and military sniper teams. | will be
doing a full review of this meter later in the
year.

After a great visit wh the Kestrel Chickst was
time to headover to theFN Herstal bootlo

OKSO1l 2dzi CbQ& {yALISNI { dzLJLJ:
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supply chain. Rismeans that FNH wilie
competing withY y A 3 K (i QNSSaar 651 {
design officiallyadopted by the U.S. Army as the
new sniper platform.

Even the U.S. Nawg, a longtime user of the
KAC SR5.

Sq were will the purchase orders come from

and does the MK17 SCAR provide a substantive
gain in performanceer existing platforms like
the SASS, SR25 or even the M14, and adding
fuel to the fire is the shrinking budget. All of
which mayprove to be problematitco FNHand

The SSB essentially a MKISCARM an the MK-17 SCAR

enhanced chassis. The barrehislightly heavier ) _
contourgiving this rifleexcellent sustainable There has also been some discussion about the
accuracy; quite impressive and typical of FNH development and production of @mmon

quality. receiver to facilitate am the field andon

demand conversion from 7.62x51 to 5.56x45
and back again, as needdzandidly, given the
option, | would keep my M4 lower argimply
carryan off the shel0 inch 6.8 SP@pper in

my packg a two minute or less field conversion.

One thing is certainhiere appears to be no end
in sight and it may takseeveral yearor this
sagato play itself out

Given budgetary pressures@some of the
other dynamics, It is unlikely that FNH will see
significant sales of the MK17, a situation

FNH has done an amazing job developing the compounded by the presence of established
SCAR rifles to h / h g dén-movingg contenders like the KAC M110 SASS, KAC SR25
requirements, andt is our understandingthat and the M14.

as of this writingUSSOQOM has cancelled the
SCAR MK16, whietasscheduled to replace
the SOPMOD M4 platformchoosing instead

RNH has invested heavily in the SCAR MK16 only
to have the weapon cancellegostponed or

the SCAR MK17 to fill atentified gap in “eliEiee

requiredcapabilities.However,in spite of As | said earlier, only time will tell but | sincerely

{h/ haQa 32 2 fRe SCKRIMKY fndy 2 y & Bope things work out well for a company that

face its owrnwoes. has been producing exceptional weapon

As you know, he individual SOF unithat SB[ very long time_. _The S ElTe ﬁ:
constitute SOCOM ustheiNJ Gy I G A @S &S it o U AR e, §
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hy Yeé ¢gle& (2 wSWhyuk 2y Qahead/2ecaksEsah amazing work of
drive-by to take this picture for those readers engineering; it imdjustable in all planes and the
that want a little something for thie SUV? fully ambidextrous

There is a great de&d talk about when

discussing the MCR; however, a detailed

treatise is bgond the scope of this articl®est

assured that as soon @®ssible] will run afull

NEOASSG 2F wSYAlyaRhatdify Qa a/ wX
wait.

YY A3IK(G Qa Companyoi\ens Beach LF
waspresent 1 G KA & paSwasReed { hCL/
and TreyKnight- both ofwho require no

introduction.

YY A 3IK(G Qa Companycorthiyes to
. eR produce some of the most successful dgs
My next stopwasw S YA y 3G 2y Q& 0o 2 2 (uged i & SQREON community akRAC

was hoping to look at all of their new offerings; weapon systems are legendary.

apparently, they decided to leawme of the Itis always a plesure to visit with the KAC team
toys at home Not all wadost a§Robby 5 ¢ outstanding folks, _ o

Johnson2 ¥ wSYAy3u2yQa aAfAul NE \Xll-tSaZ gl a

gracious enough to allome to take some Day Twoc Wednesday, June 16, 205(PEO

picturesof Remingto® KISR. Rotary Wing, PEO Fixed Wing, PEO SOF
Warrior, PEO Maritime and SOF Program
Office, Sandia National Laboratories.

Day two of the conference wasfall day as |
tried to walk as much of the exhilhiut not miss
the actual conferences and breakout sessigns
it was not an easy task

Ly 1SSLAYy3 glangstandrg YAy G2y Qa
tradition, this is quite aimpressiveprecision
rifle.
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