
to wear the UCP ACU or 

will receive standard, non-

fire resistant, MULTICAN 

uniforms. 

MULTICAMõs fate is not yet 

certain, and it is doubtful 

that it will completely re-

place the UCP pattern. 

However, you can bet your 

bottom dollar that the brass 

is thinking very hard about 

getting back to another ver-

sion of a universal camou-

flage pattern for all the Joeõs 

to wear.  

I, on the other hand, am 

holding my breadth for a 

reactive camouflage solution 

base on electro-optical Nano 

Technology. 

  -SP 

In response to Congressional 

pressure, and in recognition 

that the Woodland or Three

-Color Desert Camouflage 

patterns were not suitable 

for the Afghan theater, the 

U.S. Armyõs Natick Lab 

teamed with Crye Precision 

to develop the MULTICAM 

pattern. The new pattern 

was available prior to 2004 

but failed to successfully 

compete with the Universal 

Camouflage  Pattern or UCP  

as the pattern of choice for 

the Armyõs Combat Uniform 

or ACU. However, MULTI-

CAM was in limited use 

within the SOF and USSO-

COM for operations in Af-

ghanistan. Development of a 

new pattern was an intense 

effort involving computer 

modeling as well as in-depth 

analysis of terrain features 

and biologics. 

On March 3, 2010, the U.S. 

Army , formally announced 

that MULTICAN will be 

uniform of the day for  

troops deploying to Afghani-

stan. However, based on ad-

hoc interviews conducted by 

FOG HORN, the new di-

rective has not been well 

promulgated. All of the 

NCOõs we spoke to had 

never seen MULTICAM and 

were completely unaware of 

the new directive. 

As of this writing all combat-

ants will receive MULTICAM 

combat uniforms that are  

fire resistant or FR. While 

folks that are in the rear 

with the gear will continue 

OUT ON THE TOWN IN KABUL? BRING YOUR MULTICAM... 

ARCHANGEL ARMOR    

We have been following the 

Armyõs weight reduction 

initiative since 2007. Work 

has been done on ammuni-

tion and weapon platforms 

that gives us reason for opti-

mism. However, age, and the 

wisdom that comes from it, 

tells us that weight reduc-

tions are like disk capacity. 

We will always find a reason 

to consume all the space 

available. The same holds 

true for load out weight reduc-

tions. It simply means the soldier 

can now carry more.  

Archangel Armor is the brain 

child of Dr. Richard Kuhns, who 

holds the patent. In a nutshell Dr. 

Kuhnõs Internal Frame Load Bear-

ing Armor, or IFLBA, redistrib-

utes weight and balance to re-

duce or eliminate physical stress 

points that fatigue soldiers.  Look 

for a full article on the IFLBA 

later this year. 
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In our collective opinions, 

Insight Tech-Gearõs mRDS is 

the only Mini Red Dot Sight 

to own. We say that in all 

candor because this sight is 

leaps and bounds ahead of its 

competition. The improve-

ments found in the mRDS are 

not just marginal, they are 

substantial, while retaining a 

diminutive footprint. 

This sight comes in a 3.5 or 

7.0 MOA dot. It is completely 

sealed to the elements so itõs 

waterproof to 66 feet and 

meets MIL Standard 810F. 

Perfect for exiting a subma-

rine at periscope depth.  

It has a manual on and off 

switch.  

Windage and elevation adjust-

ments have a positive click, in 

1 MOA increments, so no 

funky wheels to look at while 

your dialing your weapon in. 

 The battery compartment is 

top-loaded and completely 

sealed.  

Dot intensity regulation is 

both manual and automatic; 

manual adjustment offers 4 

intensity settings. 

The mRDS also fits existing 

Docter® style mounts, so it 

can be mounted on any type 

platform. 

Run times range from 36 hrs. 

to 3200+ hours depending on 

dot intensity. 

In short this is one heck of a 

sight and we hope to do a full 

review this summer when the 

weather will be warm enough 

to get wet. 

sistency of 1 MOA lot-to-lot 

and a round that would oper-

ate well in both the MK11 

Mod 0 and the MK17 Sniper 

Support Rifle. 

The Navyõs objectives are: 

¶ Accuracy 

¶ Flash Reduction 

¶ Extreme temperature 

stability. 

NAVSEA Warfare Center, 

Crane, Indiana has set out to 

improve the Navyõs small 

arms ammunition. Of particu-

lar interest to the Navy was 

to achieve improvements 

over the M118LR, special ball 

7.62x51 sniper round. The 

Navy found a great deal of 

inconsistency and vertical 

spread even in ammunition 

from the same lot. The Navy 

was looking for better con-

 INSIGHT TECH-GEARõS MRDS   

MK316 MOD 0 TO REPLACE THE M118LRõS IN NAVYõS SNIPER PLATFORMS 

embed into the crystal lattice 

of the bore, steel is a crystal 

lattice, a ceramic coating of 

molecular dimensions that 

reduces friction and fouling; 

thereby, preserving your bar-

rel and making cleaning easier. 

Considering that replacing the 

barrel of your precision rifle 

can cost upwards of $750, 

OTISõ Lifeliner makes sense. 

How well the product meets 

that goal is somewhat more 

difficult to assess because a 

valid objective test requires a 

control group to ensure that 

the data collected is statisti-

cally significant; however, 

internet claims that this is 

snake oil, are ignorant re-

marks made by individuals 

that lack technical back-

grounds.  

Molecular ceramic coatings 

are used in a variety of appli-

cations including jet aircraft. 

And they are used as super 

lubricants that donõt vaporize 

with heat and pressure. 

Assuming we can create a 

valid test we will publish our 

findings in a full product re-

view. 

OTIS TECHNOLOGY LIFELINER 
OTIS Technology has built a 

global reputation on develop-

ing and delivering efficient and 

reliable cleaning solutions, so 

when they introduced their 

Lifeliner product, we were 

anxious to get our hands on it 

to give it a try. 

The science behind the Lifelin-

er, is not new nor is it difficult 

to fathom.  

Lifeliner is a ceramic three 

part barrel treatment. The 

concept is to use heat and 

pressure from a projectile 

moving through the bore to 

òLifeliner is a ceramic three 
part barrel treatment. The 
concept is to use heat and 
pressure from a projectile 

moving through the bore to 
embed into the crystal 

lattice of the bore, steel is a 
crystal lattice, a ceramic 

coating of molecular 
dimensions that reduces 
friction and fouling.ó  
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Surefire has added the LX2 

Lumamax to their already 

substantial line of compact 

LED tactical handheld lights. 

The LX2 features  a dual- 

output L.E.D. that is power  

regulated for a continuous 

light output under varying  

battery loads. 

The housing is made from 

aluminum that is mil-spec 

coated and is virtually inde-

structible, making the LX2 an 

ideal compact tactical light. 

Like everything Surefire brings 

to market, the quality is out-

standing and evident through-

out.. In high output mode the 

emitter generates a whopping 

200 lumens of perfectly colli-

mated light. In low power, the 

LX2 produces a 15 lumen 

output that is perfect for rou-

tine tasks and navigating 

through a dark space. 

Runtimes will vary with envi-

ronmental conditions but you 

can expect, on average, 2 

hours at high intensity and 

about 30 hours at low. 

Output levels are selected via a 

well designed tailcap assembly 

that in my view offers an excel-

lent tactile even with combat 

gloves. 

The LX2 Lumamax operates on 

(2) 123A batteries. 

The housing is O-ring sealed for 

water resistance.. 

This  light fits easily in a pants 

pocket  and will not damage 

your trousers. 

The LX2 is an excellent backup 

light or a compact primary 

source. 

Gomez,  insisting that we fill 

our canteens before running a 

night patrol. ð to keep noise 

down. Days gone by! 

Camelbak has now expanded 

the hydration concept to in-

clude the addition of an elec-

trolyte supplement that does 

away with the Gatorade bot-

tle as well. 

Camelbakõs Elixir is a totally 

sugar free tablet that is re-

plete with electrolytes and is 

designed specifically for use in 

Camelbak is a California com-

pany based in my old stomp-

ing ground, Petaluma, CA. 

They also get my vote as one 

of Americaõs most innovative 

companies. The folks at 

Camelbak are the originators 

of the hands-free hydration 

system; if any of you remem-

ber what a pain it was to car-

ry canteens strapped to your 

combat belt, you have Camel-

bak to thank for making that 

just a fond memory. I remem-

ber my platoon leader, Sgt. 

a hydration bladder. 

Camelbak sells the Elixir in 

three flavors: Berry, Lemon 

Lime and Orange Alert. You 

can download the nutritional 

d a t a  h e r e :  h t t p : / /

w w w . c a m e l b a k . c o m /

government-military/elixir/~/

media/docs/E l ix i r-ber ry-

wk.ashx 

I canõt wait for summer to 

give it a try as part of my jog-

ging regimen. 

SUREFIREõS LX2 LUMAMAX  

ny in the world. The MK4 

series of scopes are legendary 

for their design, ruggedness 

and reliability. Over the years, 

they have expanded their 

product line to include laser 

range finders, tactical spotting 

scopes and a variety of high ð

quality high performance 

mounting solutions. 

They have now added a new 

compact laser range finder, 

the RX1000 TBR, that offers a 

variety of advanced features in 

a pocket sized package. 

The RX1000 uses an Organic 

LED, OLED, display that is 

adjustable for three levels of 

intensity, so you can set the 

display to compensate for 

various lighting conditions. 

Leupoldõs TBR technology is 

incorporated into the design 

so that the operator can com-

pensate for inclination angles. 

The RX1000 will measure 

ranges in yards or meters, 

which is operator selectable. 

The unit operates on a single 

CR2 battery. 

 

LEUPOLDõS RX1000 TBR COMPACT RANGE FINDER 

Leupold Stevens is an Ameri-

can, family owned, business 

that was founded in 1907. 

They have been producing  

premium optics for 100 years. 

Their tactical division has 

more precision rifle scopes 

fielded than any other compa-

Leupoldõs TBR 
technology is 
incorporated into 
the design so that 
the operator can 
compensate for 
inclination angles. 
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CAMELBAK ELIXIR 

http://www.surefire.com/

